[Combined approach to malignant tumors of the ethmoid and other paranasal sinuses. Principles and results].
The authors present their experience concerning combined transfacial and neurosurgical procedures in the treatment of carcinomas of the ethmoid sinuses. 109 ethmoid-spheno-orbital tumors were treated at our department from 1982 to 1990: 85 were located into the ethmoidal and/or sphenoidal sinuses; 78 of these were malignant. Among the 65 ethmoidal carcinomas which were operated through a combined route, 48 underwent an induction chemotherapy and 19 a post-operative radiotherapy. The surgical technique is detailed, mostly the intra-cranial approach and the reconstruction of the cranial basis. Clinical results, and particularly the actuarial survival rates are discussed. The 5-year actuarial survival rate is 40% for all first hand ethmoidal adenocarcinomas. The figure reaches 52% for the patients without intra-cranial extension. At last, the 5-year actuarial survival rate is 100% for patients having a complete clinical response to induction chemotherapy.